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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church 
Charlotte, NC 

Stated Vestry Meeting Minutes 
Tuesday, June 18, 2013 
 

Quorum 
The Vestry of St. Peter’s Episcopal Church met on Tuesday, June 18, 2013 with 

the following members present:  Sam Bowles, Mark Boyd, Ellison Clary, Sam 
Gardner, Irma Hoffman, Des Keller, Amy Dillon King, Nelda Leon and Cindy 
White. Also present was Fr. Ollie Rencher, Rector. 

 
Opening Prayer 
 Fr. Rencher offered a Gathering Prayer. 

  
News & Check-In 

 The Vestry welcomed newly hired Associate Rector Joslyn Ogden Shaefer, who 
gave a brief talk expressing her excitement about being at St. Peter’s .  She was 
gracious to join us for this quick introduction before her start date of June 20.  

 The Vestry acknowledged that today was Mary Ann Danchess’ last day at St. 
Peter’s as staff Finance and Administration Manager before relocation to Florida 
for new work.  A parish reception in her honor was hosted on June 14. 

 
Approval of Minutes 

 Minutes from the Stated Meeting of May 21, 2013 were presented. Mark Boyd 

moved and Ellison Clary seconded the motion to accept the minutes. The motion 
passed. 

 

Reports of Officers 
 

 Senior Warden 

 Fr. Rencher and the Senior Warden discussed the recent personnel changes 
and budget.   

 Fr. Rencher noted that the Steve Bentley and Lynne Little were being 
contacted to serve on the Personnel Committee, along with members of the 
Executive Committee. 

 Vestry Handbooks were provided to the new Vestry members, and inserts of 
updated provisions were provided to the second and third year Vestry 
members. 

 
 Junior Warden (Report given by the Senior Warden) 

 The study of how to remodel the Gallery is underway. 

 Work is underway to replace the HVAC cooling tower on the west side at an 
approximate cost of  $3300.00 

 The Junior Warden and Kevin Nunnery will look into improving way-finding 

signage throughout the church 
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 Kevin Nunnery is looking into the cracks appearing in the tiles in the steps 
leading to the altar. 

 The following office moves are underway: 
o Joslyn Ogden Schaefer, our new Associate Rector, will occupy the 

office currently used by Bishop Gregg, who is leaving the church after 

the end of the Diocesan lease and his retirement from the Diocese. 
o Mary Virginia Woodall, who is transitioning from Assistant to the 

Rector to Director of Ministry Development, has moved to the office 

currently used by Ann Lane, assistant to Bishop Gregg. 
o Michelle Diamond-Eliason, our new Executive Assistant to the Rector 

will use the office currently used by Mary Virginia Woodall. 
 
Treasurer (given by the Senior Warden) 

 Overall revenues were $2,542 unfavorable to budget for May but are 99.8% of 
budget for the year.   May showed a $35,310 deficit of expenses over 
revenues, and we have a $20,033 deficit for the year.  There was a budgeted 

deficit of $12,354 through May, and the difference between budget and actual 
is largely the timing of the Diocesan “ask” payment. More details can be 
found in the monthly summary from the Treasurer. 

 $6,543 was received in May on the Capital Campaign.  The BB&T loan will 
be paid down to approximately $10,000 in June (it currently stands at 
$16,841). 

 The Treasurer expects no issues in connection with the 2012 Annual Audit 
(which will occur on June 24-26). 

 

Rector’s Report 
 

 St. Alban’s in Davidson has proposed partnering with St. Peter’s for a Music 
Series in 2013.  The proposal is that we will jointly invite a diverse array of 
top-level musicians from across the country to perform concerts on Sunday 

evenings at St. Alban’s and on Mondays at noon at St. Peter’s several times 
throughout the year.  St. Peter’s share of the cost would be $28,000.  Fr. 
Rencher sent a letter to the parish seeking contributions for this endeavor.  

 The Vestry discussed current and future offerings for Sunday Evening 
Worship. 

o We currently have a Taize service on the third Sunday of each month 

at 5:00 pm 
o This fall we will explore having a weekly Sunday service at 5:00 pm.  

The proposal is that this be a simpler service, employing a variety of 

musical instruments beyond the organ to appeal to a wide audience.    

 Within the next several weeks Fr. Rencher will be sending out an appeal for 

midyear giving. 

 Kristin Bradberry, Cameron Holtz, , Linda Raiford, Jim Shannonhouse, Bill 
Williamson, Mike Wilson and Vestry Coordinators for Stewardship, Sam 

Bowles and Nelda Leon have agreed to serve on the 2014Annual Giving 
Leadership Team to be chaired this season by the Rector. 
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 Staff Development and Transition Update: 
o Associate Rector Joslyn Ogden Shaefer will start on June 20. 

o Laurie Burlington has been hired as Director of Children’s Formation.  
She will work 10-12 hours per week beginning August 1. 

o Vestry member Sam Gardner will fill in as part-time bookkeeper for 

20-25 hours per week as Fr. Rencher evaluates how Mary Ann 
Danchess’ former job responsibilities might best be shared and re-

structured. 

 Fr. Rencher and the Vestry discussed the Ministry Areas Overview and 
Assignments circulated by Fr. Rencher. 

 
  

Adjournment 

   
Respectfully submitted, 
 

Cindy White 
Vestry Clerk  

 


